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The Genealogy of Japanese Civil Society Marxism and Its Theoretical Origins

Abstract

This article examines the historical background, intergenerational transmission, and theoretical sources of

the Japanese civil-society school of Marxism. Focusing on the first generation, represented by Takashima
Zenya and Uchida Yoshihiko, and the second generation, represented by Hirata Kiyoaki and Mochizuki Seiji, it
clarifies how this school attempted to restore the concept of civil society within Marxist theory. Takashima and
Uchida drew on Adam Smith to define civil society as a modern civilized society grounded in freedom, equality,

fraternity, equivalent exchange, fairness, and justice.

Hirata connected this framework to Marx’s idea of the

reconstruction of individual property and sought to place civil society in dialogue with socialism. Mochizuki fur-

ther developed the theory through social division of labor and universal intercourse.

The article argues that the

school’s defining feature was a “new reconstruction of the classics,” while also noting its tendency to abstract
from class domination and the contradictions between relations and forces of production in private-property soci-

ety.
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