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The Potential of Community Supported Agriculture(CSA)for Revitalizing
Rural Areas :
A Comparative Analysis of Japan and France

NAKAJIMA, Kiyomi
NAKAMURA, Tetsuya
NISHIKAWA, Yoshiaki

[Abstract]

This study examines the potential of Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) as part
of an effort to establish a sustainable operational framework for rural areas in
Japan. CSA systems are expected to contribute to the sustainability of rural regions
and to promote organic farming. However, CSA practices remain limited and have not
been widely adopted in Japan. To address this, the study analyzes challenges through
a case study of the "BBF+ D712 =7 N initiated in Miyagi Prefecture in 2006,
and a survey on public awareness conducted in Japan and France

The findings reveal that CSA functions effectively as a system in Japan with evident
consumer demand. The "BFDOX7Fa =7 +” fosters community revitalization by
promoting interactions between local and external stakeholders and building trust
between consumers and producers. Moreover, the project serves as a platform for
enhancing the understanding of food and agriculture, and contributes to human resource
development. On the other hand, the survey results highlight significantly lower
consumer awareness of food and environmental issues in Japan than in Europe. To ensure
the establishment of CSA systems, it is essential to improve consumers’ awareness

and knowledge





