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Abstract

Disaster prevention should be included in regional development activities, and the
government needs to strengthen the "public assistance - mutual assistance and self-help"
partnership. However, many difficulties arise in the field of administrative disaster
reduction activities.

This paper evaluates public assistance through the briefing sessions from the viewpoint of
effectiveness and sustainability, based on the author's own experience of participating in a
briefing session for disaster prevention specialists, which Kawasaki City, an
ordinance-designated city, spearheaded to improve local capacity for disaster reduction
(Sendai City's community disaster reduction leader system (SBL) has similar objectives,
but a comparison is not made in this paper).

From the viewpoint of effectiveness, this briefing session gave qualified disaster prevention
specialists a new perspective on mutual aid activities and had a "priming effect" on
improving disaster prevention capacity. From the perspective of sustainability, it became
clear that appropriate measures are required from the perspective of preventing the high
level of overtime work by civil servants and the consequent early retirement of young civil

servants.
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